
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Phil’s Chairman’s Chat 
 

Welcome to this extended edition of a Kays 
Newsletter, once again many thanks to Sue for 
putting it all together, and all those who have 
contributed.  I hope you all are all keeping safe and 
adhering to Hands - Face - Space. 
 

We still face many challenges ahead of us; still in 
place social distance restrictions and many theatres 
still in the dark. 
 

Now, more than ever, we appreciate our KTG family, 
particularly those who are living alone.  Keep using 
social media to send support and I hope that we will 
all be together very soon. 
 
 

 
Messages from our Joint Presidents 
 

Since forming KTG in 1954 we have 
never missed a year without 
presenting a show, until now. Sad 
isn’t it. We were delighted that the 
Swan Theatre has received a grant to 
help them survive over the coming 
months, we couldn’t exist without 
them. For us over 80’s life since 
March has become boring and 

antisocial, so roll on next year and let’s get a pantomime 
going again so we can meet up with all our friends.  
 
Pat Milton. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Hi!  

You don’t normally hear from me in newsletters, but as 

we all know, these are not normal times. 

I have been told to do some ‘filling in’. My brief was ‘You 

know, just imagine that you are on stage and that the 

Dame (probably Barry) has failed to appear. Still having a 

cup of tea. Say something, anything, just don’t mention 

Covid.’ 

So, if I use the phrase ‘what with one thing or another’ I 

hope that you will know what I mean. 

Looking through the KTG scrapbook I see that my 

involvement with the group didn’t start until page 52, 

which is quite late really, but still 18 years ago. The 

previous presidents were David Greenfield, (my Boss) and 

Mr Pugh (everybody’s Boss) so the suggestion that I 

become President was both a privilege and a command. 

That year’s offering was the quite brilliant production of 

Peter Pan which attracted the first of a string of NODA 

award nominations setting the standard for the modern 

era of Kay’s Pantos. 

The first existential challenge that KTG faced was when 

Kay & Co Ltd ceased trading in 2004, some 50 years after 

the very first Kay’s Panto. But the Group shrugged off this 

huge disappointment, restructured as a registered 

charity, restructured its finances and went on from 

strength to strength. An event that could have resulted in 

the Group’s closure, instead resulted in a refreshed 

management team, highly talented technicians and 

performers and a string of ever improving productions 

presented to consistently full houses. 
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The 60th anniversary production was Cinderella, the 65th 

was Robinson Crusoe, what could possibly stop this 

juggernaut? 

Well, what with one thing or another, the unbroken run 

of 66 shows has come to an end. 

2021 will not be a vintage year, there will not be a 

wedding to hurry back for, there will be no late entrances, 

no lines will be fluffed, no wardrobes will malfunction and 

no carpets will fail to fly. 

However, as we all know and understand ‘everything will 

be alright in the end ‘, so if it’s not alright, clearly, it’s not 

the end! 

Little Red Riding Hood will be performed at the Swan 

Theatre between Thursday 20th January 2022 and Sunday 

30th January 2022. At last we have something concrete to 

look forward to. So good luck to everyone who will 

contribute to yet another award-winning Kay’s Panto! 

Chris Cassidy. 

 
Membership Subscriptions 
  
All membership subscriptions paid in 2020 will be 
automatically renewed for the following year, 
without further charge.   
 
 

KTG Young Performers Bursary 
 

We are delighted to have supported five young 
performers with our bursary this year.  Good Luck for 
your future to Liberty Beal, Dani Brennan,           
Charlie Jones, Maisy Jones and Becci Metcalfe. 
 

 

Little Red Riding Hood  
 
Kays Theatre Group’s 67th production, Little Red 
Riding Hood, directed by Paula Dymock has 
regrettably been postponed until January 2022.   
 

We have a fabulous script, written by Paul Tate, with 
some amazing characters in order of appearance: 
 

GRANNY - Red’s Granny. Warm, lovable with a 
twinkle in her eye. 
FAIRY SWEETCORN - Fairy, with a Sweetcorn Wand 
BASKERVILLE THE WOLF - Baddie. Flamboyant. 
SILLY CECIL - Idle Jack/Silly Billy type. Red’s Brother. 
RUFF - Baskerville’s Servant. Another Wolf with a 
few quirks. 
ROBIN HOOD - Red’s and Cecil’s Father. 
MAID MARIAN - Dame. Red and Cecil’s Mother. 
RED - Principal Girl. Loves listening to Pop Music. 
ZOE / ZIGGY / ZOINKS - The Three Little Pigs Pop 
Group. (3 Females) 
PRINCE CASPIAN - Principal Boy. Dashing Hero. 
PLUG - A Sheep. 
SOCKET - A Sheep. 
 
A chorus of farmhands, cowgirls, scarecrows, 
butterflies, flowers of Sherwood, Gypsies, Fairies 
and Las Vegas Showgirls. 
 

Little Red Riding Hood script read through Thursday 
May 20th and Thursday May 27th auditions Sunday 6th 
June, times to be confirmed.   
 
I would like to arrange a Zoom get-together where I 
can explain the script and all my exciting ideas.  The 
provisional date will be Thursday 21st January 2021 
at 7.15pm that would have been the opening Night 
of Little Red Riding Hood so we can all raise a glass 
or two for exciting things to come.  Everyone 
welcome, further details to follow. 
 
Miss Paula 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Derrick Birbeck 
 
As many of you are 
aware, Derrick 
suddenly passed 
away, our thoughts 
are with his wife Janet 
and Family.  Derrick 
recently celebrated 
his 90th birthday and 
we, at KTG, sent him 
our very best wishes.  
We’d heard that he 
was poorly but stoically looking after Janet, his 
beloved wife.  So, it was a shock to hear of his 
passing. 
 
In many ways, Derrick was Mr KTG.  He thoroughly 
enjoyed being involved.  He knew and loved the 
traditions of panto.  He knew how to build that 
washing machine and mangle and spent many hours 
with John Smyth in the KTG Workshop at Bransford 
Road in the days when props and sets were built 
from scratch!   
 
He knew how to work an audience and played many 
parts; Marigold, an Ugly Sister to Rachel Sedgley’s 
Cinderella in 1981; Lock, part of the Lock, Stock & 
Barrell comedy threesome in Goody Two Shoes; 
Grand Vizier in Aladdin; Larry in Babes in the Wood, 
another comedy part; Father Bear to                               
Sue Sanderson’s Goldilocks.  There he is again as 
Captain in Dick Whittington and his Cat in 1988; 
Dame Trott, Bertie Batwing, Corporal Eggwhite… the 
list goes on… 
 
He, with good friend Pat Milton, played Ugly Sisters 
when KTG took part in a Worcester celebration of 
Kay & Co Limited in 2013.   
 
He introduced his grandson, Jim Griffiths to the 
Group where romance flourished with Abi, who is 
now his wife (another KTG love match).  Did you 
know that he gave the then Susan Slater away on her 
wedding day to Peter Sanderson, following the 
untimely death of her father?  A true member of the 

KTG family indeed!   Derrick enjoyed back stage fun 
too, relishing the atmosphere and a was capable 
crew member.  He’d also served the Group on the 
committee and was a life member. 
 
Surprisingly, he did not work for Kays (although it 
really did feel as though he did!), but instead was a 
valued member, not only of KTG but also WMTC and 
other local groups.   
 
In later years, Derrick was a regular visitor to KTG 
rehearsals, always enjoying the company; a reliable 
source of advice and a valued critic of performance. 
 
Derrick will be greatly missed and our sincerest 
condolences are with Janet, Julie, Jim and the entire 
family. 
 
 
Derrick’s Funeral 

 

Derrick’s funeral will take place at Worcester 
Crematorium on Monday 2nd November at 2.30pm 
but due to current strict Covid-19 restrictions, only 
family and close friends are invited.  As so many of 
us would have attended during ‘normal’ times, we 
have instead decided to meet at the Crematorium 
and stand along the path ready for the Cortege to 
pass by to show the family how much Derrick was 
loved at KTG.  I’m sure a lovely round of applause 
wouldn’t go amiss!  Everyone is welcome to join us, 
the more the merrier!   
 

Sue Evans 
 
 

Ann Thomas 
 

Ann worked for Kays for many years in PR/ Publicity.  
She was a tireless supporter of Kays Panto back stage 
and with props and costumes.  Ann recently had a 
fall from which she suffered complications and 
passed away shortly afterwards.  Ann was the sister 
of Max Thomas who works for BBC Hereford & 
Worcester and who happily arranges interviews and 
appearances for KTG.  Our condolences to him and 
the rest of Ann’s family. 



 

AGM and Committee Election 

 
Due to the Covid-19 outbreak restrictions, and 
because we cannot all meet together, the 
committee has decided to adhere to Government 
Guidelines. In order to be as close to our 
Constitution as possible, this year we will not be 
holding an Annual General Meeting. 
  
This means that the committee has approved our 
financial accounts for the year ended 31st March 
2020 on your behalf.  These have been 
independently examined by the nominated 
provider, Mr D Greenfield, as agreed at last year’s 
Annual General Meeting. 
  
The committee has also agreed that Mr D Greenfield 
will continue as the Independent Examiner for 
the year ending 31 March 2021. 
  
As there is no provision for a postal/remote vote, the 
committee has decided that the current committee 
members will stand until the next AGM.  
 
If any major issues or concerns arise throughout the 
year, we will inform all members and if needed the 
committee will arrange an Extraordinary General 
Meeting at a time when Covid-19 restrictions are 
relaxed. 
 
 

Charity Show – Saturday 15 May 2021 
 

A Variety Show to support charities in memory of 
Steve Cook, Paul Bellamy, Fran Fishwick and             
Edie Glover is scheduled to take place in May next 
year.  With our other Am Dram friends, KTG hopes to 
take part and will showcase some of the routines 
from Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates.  More info in 
the Spring! 

 

KTG Publicity Team 
 

Although this may seem a long way off we would like 
to use this time to organise and promote the 
publicity for Little Red Riding Hood.  Due to these 
difficult times we need to hit 2021 running with 
ideas on how best to keep our profile prominent in 
the community and ways of keeping our ticket sales 
at a high level.  Some ideas that are already being 
considered are: 
 

A small sub-committee who can help to look 
after different areas around Worcestershire. 
This would involve activities like leaflet 
dropping, placing banners, identifying 
publicity opportunities.  
 
People who are competent at using online 
platforms so we can maximise its use.  
Looking at maximising advertising 
opportunities throughout the year.   

 
We really do need as much help as we can with 
promoting our pantomime due to the work load a 
good publicity campaign takes.     
 
I have been in touch with the City Council Events 
Team and they are doing a virtual pre-recorded 
switch on of the Christmas lights.  A press release is 
happening on 27th November.  They are going to 
encourage the wider community to switch on their 
house lights at around the same time.   
 
They have asked if we would join them in the middle 
of December in the town to dress up in panto 
costume whilst they put on some activities which I 
hope you all agree is a great chance to meet and 
promote our group. 
 
 

If you are able to help please contact Carolyn at 
carolyn.cottrill1@gmail.com 
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St Richard’s Hospice ‘Jail & Bail’ 
 
Cast your mind back to a time when Corona was 
simply a fizzy drink company delivering sparkling, 
flavoured drinks to your door by a man in a van!  
Well, ok, you don’t have to cast your mind that far 
back, just to May of last year! 
 
On a sunny but slightly chilly May morning, Anne 
Osborne and I could have been seen dressed as 
Policemen, acting the fool inside The Guildhall and 
on the High Street of Worcester as we took part in 
the Jail and Bail event, organised by St Richard’s 
Hospice.  The idea behind ‘Jail and Bail’ is employees 
nominate their Company Directors, Managers, 
Supervisors etc. who are then brought before a 
Judge and charged with comical offences such as 
‘not buying cakes on a Friday’ or ‘pinching office 
pens’ etc. These prisoners are sentenced and taken 
by two bumbling Police Officers to a prison cell, 
there they sit until they have raised £500 release 
money, all going to St Richard’s.  The day was a huge 
success raising well in excess of £10,000! 
 
Move forward to January 2020 and the success that 
was Robinson Crusoe and his Pirates! Ria Simons, 
Community Fundraiser at St Richard’s attended our 
VIP performance and afterwards asked if KTG would 
once again be interested in helping with this years’ 
Jail and Bail scheduled for September – of course, I 
said yes!! In return for our help, St Richard’s would 
put our KTG logo on their publicity for the event with 
the words “St Richard’s Jail and Bail, kindly 
supported by Kays Theatre Group” as a strap line. 
Not only were we helping to raise money but the 
name of Kays Theatre Group would be out there in 
the public domain.   
 
As the original date set was Friday 18th September, I 
asked if St Richard’s would kindly consider moving it 
to a Saturday, that way, we would be able to get 
more volunteers from KTG to help on the day and, 
thankfully, a new date of Saturday 26th September 
was set and wheels were put in motion to start the 
organising.   
 

All was going so well until we hit the Spring.  Little 
did we know that Corona would raise its ugly head – 
and I don’t mean the man in the pop van!  Everything 
was on hold!  Charity events, auditions, LIFE!                 
St Richard’s depends so heavily on charity donations 
that they simply couldn’t let this event slip away as 
so many others had done and so the decision was 
made that somehow, they would continue and 
asked if we would still be interested – you bet we 
would! 
 
Moving on to August: 
The day was now going to consist of prisoners being 
confined to their own separate cell on the car park 
of the hospice, all very much socially distant.  We 
would still hold a mock court room scene and for 
that we needed actors (I use the term loosely!) As 
Anne Osborne was sadly ‘shielding’ and unable to 
attend, I had to find another volunteer to play the 
part of my fellow Police Officer. Thankfully Sarah 
Gilhooly stepped up and offered to help. The Judge 
would be played by Andrew Skelton. All we needed 
now, were costumes! Off to the unit I went to find 
the Police costumes. The Judges’ outfit was to be 
supplied by our lovely friends at Malvern College, 
thanks to our KTG friend Leanne Hollyhead. 
 
With the event now taking place in the car park, we 
knew that the public wouldn’t be there to provide 
that little bit extra cash into the collection buckets 
and so during one of the many phone calls between 
myself and Ria, it was decided that we needed street 
entertainment to keep the prisoners happy and 
hopefully entice the few that would be allowed in to 
support them, to part with more cash!  This would 
take the shape of ‘fun fair’ type stalls. More 
costumes – back up to the unit I go!  Phil, Nicki, 
Jenny, Carolyn, Sheila, Jason and myself all met at 
Perdiswell to discuss our options. Of course, there 
are plenty of games to be played under normal 
circumstances, but we are not living under normal 
circumstances at the moment!  Have you ever tried 
to think of fun fair games that don’t involve touching 
anything! We eventually came up with ‘Guess the 
name of the teddy’ and ‘Guess how many sweets in 
the jar’.    



 

All seemed pretty ‘Covid safe!’ and so along with the 
raffle, we knew that we would make a little bit of 
extra cash.  September arrived and things were going 
well. Everything seemed to be in place, until the 
introduction of the new ‘Rule of Six’ imposed by 
Boris Johnson!  I phoned Ria and asked if this had an 
impact on the day but Ria assured me that the 
wonderful legal team at the hospice had looked into 
this and were happy for the event to continue as, 
according to the UK Government website, charity 
events came under the exemption rule of “For work, 
and voluntary or charitable services”. 
 
With the event now only six days away, Ria phoned 
and asked if I could help her write the script for the 
day – I’ve always fancied script writing so thought 
that I would put pen to paper the next day! On the 
Wednesday however, Ria called once again to say 
that they had sadly taken the hard decision to call off 
the day in its physical form and would no longer be 
able to have anyone ‘on site.’ Not to be put off, she 
mentioned that they would now be holding a 
‘virtual’ jail and bail and would the Policemen and 
Judge be able to join in.  Having made a few phone 
calls to the ‘cast’ I was able to notify Ria that we were 
all onboard to make a virtual appearance.  
 
Friday 25th September, 16 hours before the event, 
Ria once again called me to say that they had 
decided to scale down the event and would not now 
be going ahead virtually and that the prisoners 
would simply phone in to say when they had reached 
their target! No need for a Judge or two Policemen! 
Back up to the unit to put everything away!  You may 
think that after all that organising, all those phone 
calls and e-mails between myself and Ria, I would be 
upset – quite the opposite. I knew that the 
wonderful members and friends of KTG would be on 
target for making as much money as possible for St 
Richard’s, and you didn’t let us down! We raised a 
staggering £1,800.  Ria has asked if KTG would be 
willing to be involved with Jail and Bail 2021 – 
naturally, I’ve said ‘yes!’ and we have started liaising 
already – we have BIG plans!  – “Oh yes we do!” 
 
Take care and keep well. 
Cath Skyrme 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
The Raffle  
 

Kays have helped out with the St Richard’s Hospice 
Jail & Bail charity event over the last couple of years, 
but this year, we knew it would be more difficult to 
support than normal. The potential for activities to 
be affected by COVID-19 restrictions was high, so a 
small group of us got together to figure out what we 
could best do to reduce any potential impact to 
fundraising activities; the conclusion – a raffle.  
 

With the top prize of £100 secured from Kays 
committee and Sheila Foster, the fundraising team 
set off getting 2000 tickets printed and knocking on 
doors, ringing, and e-mailing local companies and 
individuals in search of further prizes. Whilst there 
were many requests, there weren’t that many 
replies; not that surprising given the challenges 
many people were facing. But through our dogged 
persistence, eventually there were twenty-six prizes 
up for grabs. 
 

With what we thought was the hardest part over, we 
doubled down on distribution of tickets and 
collection of proceeds. But there were more 
challenges ahead! Keeping track of things like who 
had been allocated raffle tickets, which had been 
returned sold, which had been returned unsold, and 
other such variables kept us busy for a few weeks. 
 
Eventually, raffle day was upon us and although not 
all tickets were sold, we’re pleased to say that we’ve 
raised almost £1,800 for St Richards Hospice. Our 
thanks go to everyone who donated prizes, all those 
that helped to sell tickets, and to everyone that 
bought them, and our congratulations of course go 
to all the winners. 

 

Nicki Martin 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
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Cheque presentation to St Richard’s Hospice for 
£5,000 from “Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates” 
2020 Pantomime.  Phil Weston: OBE Chairman Kays 
Theatre Group, Ria Simons: Fundraiser St Richard’s 
Hospice, Cath Skyrme: Vice Chairman Kays Theatre 
Group, Nicki Martin: Committee Kays Theatre Group. 
 
 
 

List of raffle winners 
 

£100 – Mr A Morris 
Afternoon tea for two – Anne Osborne 
Remote control helicopter – Connor West 
Doggy bag of dog treats – June Perry 
Holt Fleet £20 voucher – Robert Oldcorne 
Bottle of whisky – Simon c/o Marg Clarke 
Bottle of port – Gary Satchwell 
Bag and toiletries – Carolyn Cottrill 
Cappuccino set – Amanda Massey 
£10 Tesco voucher – Alan Martin 
£10 Boots voucher – Sue Howard 
Prosecco set – M Duggan 
Stationery set – Nickkie Horton 
Baylis & Harding gift set – Mary Crawford 
Fragrance lamp – J Shawrd 
Cups and coaster set – Joan Bayfield 
Narraways Meat voucher – Kath Vowles 
Book and bag set – Tracy Latham 
Tea set – C Clark 
Chocolates – Fay Hooper 
Chocolates – Cath Skyrme 
Chocolates – Pauline Shortland 
Red wine – Ann Martin 
White wine – Lee Osbourne 
Wine – Sue Cassidy 
Luxury bottle of apple juice – Reg & Sylvia Craddock 

Pickles 
 

The first year of selling 
jams and pickles we were 
able to purchase a much-
needed fridge for the staff 
room at the oncology unit 
at the hospital. 
 
Last year together with 
the Christmas raffle a 
grand total of £364 was 
made and this is winging 
its way to St Richards Hospice. 
 
Selling is underway so panto people if you see a few 
jars hanging around at Perdiswell feel free to buy, 
every little helps.   
 
Remember friends, the sun will shine again after the 
storm has passed, life’s not about waiting for it to 
pass its learning to dance in the rain.   
 
Thank you for making this possible; stay safe 
everyone and hope to see you all soon. 
 
Sheila Foster 
 

 
Costumes/Storage unit 
 

The role is co-ordinator of costumes which are kept 
in the Storage Unit.  I keep a record of the costumes 
stored in boxes, bags and on rails.  I deal with 
enquires from others who wish to hire a costume 
and if someone asks for a particular item I try to 
locate it.  It can be quite demanding physically, 
particularly if the box you need is at the bottom of 
the stack - some of them are quite heavy.  After a 
show I take all of our costumes to the Unit and 
update the list.  The committee have agreed to 
either find an alternative cheaper storage unit, use 
more costumes in future Pantomime’s or sell items 
that are not required. 
 

Ray Needham 



 

Meal on wheels 
   

Since 25th June Perdiswell Young People’s Leisure 
Club have offered and delivered by volunteers a two-
course meal, free of charge.  This has happened with 
the support from the following grants; Tesco Bags 
for Help Scheme £500, Worcestershire Community 
Foundation £5,000 and National Lottery Board 
£8,200.  With this support it has enabled us to 
prepare, cook and deliver 2,242 meals.  
 
The meals would need to be delivered by volunteers, 
this led us to an appeal for volunteers and 
astonishingly 20 volunteers signed up with the 
project, this included many people who were or had 
been involved with Kays Theatre Group and 
Worcester Musical Theatre Company. 
 

The next step was to inform the members of 
Perdiswell Mature Club that we were offering a 
Meals on Wheels service on a Thursday lunch time 
free of charge, we also informed the Vicar at Claines 
and Ombersley Road Luncheon Club. The word got 
around quickly and numbers had gone from 50 to 
118 meals per week.  Further funding was needed to 
cater for the extra meals.  Applications were made 
to local Charities and The Big Lottery, Hot food bags 
and food containers were purchased, the next stage 
was how to create a rota for delivering the lunches, 
a local company gave us permission to download an 
App that created 15 delivery routes. 
 

A four weekly menu was created giving them the 
option to choose from two main meals and a dessert.  
 
 
Thanks to all at Perdiswell Young People’s Leisure 
Club, funders and the volunteers: 
 

Stu and Julie Southern, Gill and Dick Saunders, John 
and Sue Love, Ann Mayor, Fliss Rothery, Mike Astles, 
Paula and Janet Dymock, Nicki Martin, Tina and     
Cyril Rimell, Val and Ken Knight. 
 
 

Chairman Phil – See you soon! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Good News! 
 
Worcester Live is Here for Culture  
 
 

 
The Swan Theatre has just announced the following: 
 

We are delighted to announce that we have 
been successful in receiving funding from the 
Cultural Recovery fund. 
 

Worcester Live will receive £244,000 to ensure The 
Swan Theatre and Huntingdon Hall's future over the 
coming months.  
 
We are hugely grateful to Arts Council England, the 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 
and the HM Treasury for their support.  

 
Our thanks also goes to our valued volunteers, 
patrons, artists and community groups who 
continue to support us through this incredibly 
challenging time. 

 
 

KTG Contacts: 

Secretary - Sue Evans, 30 Toulouse Drive,                
Brockhill Village, Norton, Worcester WR5 2SA                                            

(01905) 769616 - secretary@kaystheatregroup.co.uk 

Chairman - Phil Weston OBE (01905) 451372 
chairman@kaystheatregroup.co.uk 

 
Registered Charity No: 1140050. 

www.kaystheatregroup.co.uk 
 

Kays Quizzes 

 
 
Fun Quiz Night 
 
Pete Coxhead has offered to organise a Quiz Night 
on Saturday 12th December 2020.  The event will 
also be open to Harlequin Stage School and 
Worcester Musical Theatre Company.  Depending on 
Government Restrictions this may take part at 
Perdiswell Young People’s Leisure Club or virtually. 
Paula has accepted the Invitation.  Thanks, Pete, for 
taking on this event.   Further details to follow. 

 
 

 

Panto Word Search 
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Quiz Time Pantomime 
 
1 Which word, associated with Christmas, 

comes from a Greek word meaning ‘we can 
act anything’? 

 

2 What is odd about the principal boy and the 
dame in a pantomime? 

 

3 In the Pantomime ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’, 
Jack receives beans in exchange for what? 

 

4 Which Pantomime features the character 
Maid Marion? 

 

5 Its name will ring a bell with members of the 
legal profession; in 1716 which London 
theatre put on England’s first pantomime? 

 

6 In the pantomime Aladdin what was the 
name of Aladdin’s brother? 

 

7 “Little Red Riding Hood” is about a young 
girl who defends her grandmother against 
which savage beast? 

 

8 In traditional pantomime who is the 
sweetheart of Harlequin? 

 

9 In which Christmas pantomime does buttons 
appear? 

 

10 Which pantomime character marries Alice 
Fitzwarren? 

 

11 Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves, Sinbad The 
Sailor and Aladdin all derive from which 
collection of Middle East tales? 

 

12 In the original pantomimes, what were 
breeches roles? 

 

13 What is the name of the father of Cinderella 
and The Ugly Sisters? 

 

14 Which wooden bat, originally used as a prop 
by the character Harlequin, came to give its 
name for a type of comedy used in 
pantomime? 

 

15 Which famous clown pioneered the use of 
pantomime dames during the 19th century? 

 

16 Charles Perrault wrote whose book of Fairy 
Tales which included Puss In Boots, 
Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Red Riding 
Hood? 

 

17 Fe Fi Fo Fum I smell the blood of an 
Englishman is a classic line from which 
pantomime? 

 

18 In which Pantomime does Idle Jack appear? 
 

19 Which two pantomimes did Cliff Richard  
record soundtracks of in the 60s? 
 

20 The last lines of a pantomime have two 
traditions associated with them – name 
either? 

 

21 Which traditional pantomime features a 
character called Dandini? 

 

22 What is the name of the cow in the 
pantomime Jack and the Beanstalk? 

 

23 What name is given to the leading male role 
in pantomimes, usually played by women? 

 

24 Which pantomime contains the goose that 
lays the golden egg? 

 

25 Medieval English Christmas pantomimes did 
not include which character – St. Nicholas, 
The Bold Slasher, Father Christmas or The 
Turkish Knight? 

 

26 In pantomime, what is Aladdin’s surname? 
 

27 Which Pantomime character slaps his thigh 
every time he speaks his name? 

 

28 What does Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother t
 urn into a coach? 
 

29 Who ate the Gingerbread House? 
 

30 In pantomime who was the son of Mustafa a 
poor tailor of China? 

 

31 What told Dick Whittington to ‘turn again’? 
 

32 Who took the Babes into the Wood? 
 

33 What is the occupation of the Seven Dwarfs 
who befriend Snow White? 

 

34 In which pantomime would you meet a 
ticking crocodile? 

 

35 Which pantomime character shares their 
name with a brand of children’s 
confectionary? 

 

36 In which pantomime do you find King Rat? 
 

37 Does the Fairy Godmother come on stage 
right or stage left? 


