
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phil’s Chairman’s Chat 
 
Welcome to this slightly delayed edition of Kays 
Newsletter, once again many thanks for Sue for 
putting it together. 
 
This edition was all set to go when the restrictions 
imposed by the Coronavirus descended upon us, 
turned the theatres dark, imposed social restrictions 
and changed everyone’s lives. 
 
Now, more than ever, we appreciate our KTG family, 
particularly those who are living alone.  Keep using 
social media to send support and I hope that we will 
all be together very soon. 
 
A big thank you and congratulations to all who were 
involved with Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates, the 
cast and behind the scenes a fantastic effort by all 
led by the Director Sue Cassidy. Well done.   
I am pleased that a Charity donation of £5,000 has 
been passed on to St Richards Hospice build 2020, 
also well-done Sheila for raising £286 from the 
weekly rehearsal raffles. 
 
And on to our next Pantomime Little Red Riding 
Hood, Directed by Paula Dymock.  Paula has now 
directed many Pantomimes for Kays Theatre Group 
and wish her all the best for another successful 
production.  
 
I’m pleased to inform you that Kays committee have 
agreed for future ticket sales to go online, further 
details to follow, in the meantime please continue to 
ring either 08453 883 783 or the new free service 
telephone number 01905 954122 or complete the 
advanced booking form. 
 
Stay safe and see you all soon,     Phil  

 
 
 

 

Noda Review of Robinson 
Crusoe and the Pirates 

Presenting its 66th production, it has been 15 years 
since giving ‘Robinson Crusoe…’ another airing and 
this version written by Alan P Frayn and directed by 
Sue Cassidy was well worth it. The action opens in 
Brazil, a nice change from the more typical opening 
panto scenes at a British port or in the village square 
and when the Captain’s crew has deserted, 
Robinson is signed up to go in search of treasure. 

Robinson himself is very well played by Matthew 
Heels, full of stature with a bright personality and an 
excellent voice. He arrives to meet his girlfriend 
Juanita, also well played by Jennifer Brinton. Their 
duet ‘Islands in the Stream’ was beautifully sang. 

Captain Seasalt, a more serious role but essential to 
the plot, was played with great confidence and clarity 
by Jason Beard. In addition to Crusoe, the Captain 
enlists a cook Margarita Juicilita and son Nutty Nick. 
Richard Hulbert as the Dame, Margarita, was 
excellent and fully carried off the role with humour. 
Speaking of humour, the audience favorites was 
clearly Pete Coxhead as Nutty Nick, whose straight-
faced comedy, stole that department throughout the 
performance.  KTG again provided great depth in its 
remaining principal line-up; Cut Throat, (Sarah 
Gilhooly) an attractive ruthless buccaneer and her 
two side-kicks, Skull-Duggery (Judy Hooper) and 
Cross-Bones (Cath Skyrme) a typical and well 
played panto comedy duo, Coral Spirit of the Seas, 
played realistically by Claire Hemingway and 
matched by her arch rival Davy Jones (Ray 
Needham). 

The chorus provided some uplifting musical numbers 
as we were taken to several tropical scenes with 
sailors to pirates and natives, always exceedingly 
well dressed, as were the whole cast.  
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For several numbers the chorus were supported by 
Paula Dymock’s Harlequin Stage School seniors, 
who when they also performed on their own were 
exceptionally well polished. Their professionalism is 
clearly rubbing off on the Juniors who not only 
danced but sang ‘Happy Talk’ and ‘Part of your 
World’ with enthusiasm, demonstrating a broad level 
of talent. 

Great support was also provided in some of the 
smaller roles including Friday (Helen Lowe), Hocus 
Pocus (Anne Osborne), Poll (Sally Smith) and a 
special word for Vicky Kyte who at short notice 
stepped in to play Mumbo Jumbo. 

The set and lighting crews were very effective 
particularly in the transition from ship to undersea 
world and the tropical island. The sound crew, and 
small orchestra led by Andrew Easton gave just the 
right level of support throughout concluding the show 
with a spectacular Mardi Gras finale!   
 
Congratulations to all involved on and off stage. 
 
Bruce Wyatt 
NODA Representative Region 10, West Midlands 

 
Little Red Riding Hood: 
 

 
 
Kays Theatre Group’s 67th production, Little Red 
Riding Hood, directed by Paula Dymock will be 
staged at The Swan Theatre, Worcester on Thursday 
21 January to Sunday 31 January 2021.  Tickets £12 
each from the new free service telephone number 
01905 954122 or complete the advanced booking 
form which can be found on line at 
www.kaystheatregroup.co.uk . 
 
The get togethers due to be held in May and the 
auditions have been postponed and further dates will 
be announced in due course.  It is planned that these 
will now be held in September. 

 

 
 
 

Steve Cook 
Steve was a huge part of Kays 
Theatre Group and was Stage 
Manager for many productions 
and always willing to assist 
behind the scenes.   
He had an immense amount of 
stagecraft knowledge, good 
sense and wisdom.  He advised 
on the staging of Robinson 
Crusoe and the Pirates through 
his company Stage a Show Limited.  Steve lived 
with his illness for quite some time and managed 
some wonderful trips with Jacque to make 
memories.  Our love and condolences to Jacque, 
Hayley, and the rest of the family. 

 

Trevor Guest 
Before suffering his stroke 
some years ago, Trevor was 
the Region 10 NODA 
representative and enjoyed 
many Kays Pantos in that 
capacity.  He was always so 
appreciative and supportive.  
Our thoughts and 

condolences with Maureen and his family. 
 

Jane Sedgley  
Our love and condolences to our life 
member, Rachel, Susan and 
Michael on the recent passing of 
their mother, Jane.   
 

Worcester Musical 
Theatre Company 
The 10th anniversary production is Happy Together 

and will be staged 3rd to 9th November 2020. 

 
 

WODYS 
Shrek the Musical is this year’s 
WODYS production at the 
Swan Theatre 4th to 8th August 
2020. 
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AGM and Committee Election 
The AGM was due to be held on Thursday 11 June.  
This date most likely will change and further details 

will be issued to members in due course.   
 

Membership Subscriptions and 
Life Member nominations 
These are now due and further details will be sent 
out in due course, once the date of the AGM is 
known. 

 
Good News!   
Chris Harper is 
recovering well from his 
illness.  Long may it 
continue Chris!  

 
 
 

KTG Young Performers Bursary 
Applications are invited for 
the next round of bursary 
awards. If you are a young 
person furthering your 
education in the 
performing arts (dance, 
drama, stage craft or 
music), then complete an 
application form obtainable from  
www.kaystheatregroup.co.uk or contact 
Secretary Sue Evans 

 

See you soon! 
News of social events and lots more news will be on 
its way as soon as we can plan properly for the 
future.  In the meantime, stay safe  
 

Chairman Phil 
email: chairman@kaystheatregroup.co.uk 

or Tel 01905 954122 
 

 

 

 

 

Photos of our past pantomime 
Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Robin 
for the Photos 
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